 

B. POSITION PAPER ON THE DEATH PENALTY 

Adopted Dec. 9, 1989 and Sept. 28, 1996  

The Louisiana Council on Human Relations opposes the death penalty on the following grounds: 

1. It discriminates against ethnic minorities, who are executed out of all proportion to their percentage of the population. The Supreme Court of the United States does not dispute this fact. Statistics compiled by the Federal Bureau of Investigation indicate that 92% of those on death row are there because they have killed a white person, yet half of all murder victims in any given year are persons of color. 

2. It discriminates against the poor, since those who are financially able to hire experienced attorneys and pay the considerable expenses of an aggressive defense are seldom convicted of capital crimes. The poor have to manage with overburdened public defenders. 

3. There is no conclusive evidence that the death penalty is a deterrent to crime. 

4. Inevitably, in an imperfect world, mistakes are made in the administration of the criminal justice system. The death penalty makes it impossible to redress such errors. 

5. We like to think of ourselves as an enlightened nation, yet other civilized countries have stopped executions, while ours go on. We recognize the need for penalties, but we do not recognize the need for the death penalty. The death penalty is morally wrong. 
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The Louisiana Council on Human Relations opposes the death penalty on the following grounds:
1. It discriminates against ethnic minorities, who are executed out of all proportion to their percentage of the population. Statistics compiled by the Federal Bureau of Investigation indicate that 92 percent of those on death row are there because they have killed a white person, yet half of all murder victims in a given year are persons of color.
2. It discriminates against the poor, since those who are financially able to hire experienced attorneys and pay the considerable expenses of an aggressive defense are seldom convicted of capital crimes. The poor have to manage with overburdened public defenders. 
3. There is no conclusive evidence that the death penalty is a deterrent to crime.
4. Inevitably, in an imperfect world, mistakes are made in the administration of the criminal justice system. The death penalty makes it impossible to redress such errors. 
5. We like to think of ourselves as an enlightened nation, yet other civilized countries have stopped executions, while ours go on. We recognize the need for penalties, but we do not recognize the need for the death penalty. The death penalty is morally wrong.

