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 A breakdown in human relations is evident and pervasive. It is presently taking place at all levels of life: students against University management, the Pepsi Generation against their parents, labor against management, slum-dwellers against police . . . the 1ist is endless. 

 At the same time poverty is increasing, not so much as an absolute concept but in terms of a widening gap between rich and poor with an increasing number of people being affected. This is true, also, at all levels: between the highly technically developed Western World and the undeveloped Third World, between rich segments of this Country's population and an increasing number of outcasts. In this State the situation does not seem to be any better -- even worse in some aspects. 

 It is a belief of this Council that there is a relationship of cause and effect between poverty and breakdown in human relations. This belief makes it imperative for the State Council on Human Relations and its associate groups to be directly concerned with ways and means to alleviate poverty in the State of Louisiana. 

This belief is based on the following evidences: 

1. The Kerner Report has proven beyond any doubt that the conditions of life in the racial ghetto are strikingly different from that of a "normal" environment, and that they are significantly inferior. 

2. The ghetto is a direct product of a breakdown in human relations. People living there are largely migrants from the rural South. This migration is a direct result of poverty and segregation. Residential segregation in metropolitan areas is a result of prejudice. Poor migrants other than Blacks are usually soon absorbed into the larger society. It is also recognized that the cost of housing is generally higher for Black residents than it is for Whites. This makes it difficult for Blacks to get decent housing. 

3. There is a vicious cycle of poverty, which does not necessarily follow racial lines: low income leads to poor housing which results in poor health; this is tied in with poor education which in turn, affects employment and brings a low income. 

At each stage of this cycle there is a corresponding breakdown in human relations. Segregated housing brings about segregated schools, inferior health services (with greater health hazards), lack of job opportunities, etc. These are the conditions prevalent throughout the Country. It is the belief of the Louisiana Council on Human Relations (LCHR) that Louisiana presents a "home made" replica of the national picture. 

1. The case of the rural Black is not very different from that of the ghetto dweller. The plantation system, still found in several parishes, is similar to that of the ghetto, with the added problem of isolation that renders common action difficult. 

2. In some areas there is an appearance of "good relations". This is very superficial. In fact "relations" are almost non-existent. Instead, there is a kind of compromise, a coexistence, giving an illusion of peace, resulting in an extensive apathy on both sides, covering up a deep resentment. 

 In spite of the racial differences and misunderstandings, it is becoming increasingly clear that, at least in some areas of the State, the real problem lies beyond racial lines. It is a struggle between the "poor" black and white and the "establishment" black and white. The "establishment" may not necessarily represent people in public office but more generally all those who "pull the strings" publicly or behind the scene. 

Louisiana is still, to a great extent, an underdeveloped country. A large segment of the white population has been left behind. The middle class rejects the white poor as well as the Black poor, even more if it is possible: "he should have more ambition," "he can't say he has been oppressed," "he does not want to," "they are happy the way they are". . . are remarks frequently heard. The white poor is despised because he is not living up to the standards of the white people. In a way the poor white is worse off than the poor Negro because he is "lost," he has no tangible sign of unity with a "soul brother", no "human relation" with other poor. He is more despised and more fearful of getting involved in common self-help projects with other poor. He has also been largely left out of OEO programs. He is usually living in remote rural areas with less access to sources of betterment. 

 

As they learn to relate with one another, the white poor and the black poor discover that they have much in common. They begin to realize that the "establishment" has fostered disunity among them in order to keep power. The threat their unity presents to the "establishment" increases the pressure to keep them poor and silent. Thus poverty is a result of a breakdown in human relations and efforts to combat it should start by establishing rapport between poor black and white. 

Poverty is also a cause of breakdown in human relations: 

1. It is a cause of breakdown in family life: divorce, illegitimacy . . . are often consequences of poverty or means to combat it. 

2. Poverty maintains people in the ghetto or on the farm (sharecroppers), making it impossible for the victims to move ahead and take their places in the mainstream of life. 

3. Lack of education makes it impossible to know how to behave in middle class society; finding jobs is then difficult. It maintains prejudiced attitudes on both sides. 

Some of the accusations against the poor, such as laziness, dirtiness, lack of incentive, are justified; but the failure to recognize their cause or to help them maintains or increases the breakdown in human relations.

Wasted human resources cause bitterness, resentment and riots. Even the white liberals begin to wonder what is their place in this struggle, while the "Black Power" advocates reject all white "Interference." In many ways the struggle against prejudice is tied with the struggle against poverty. As the vicious cycle is breaking it can be turned into a ladder toward improvement: Poverty can be used as a rallying point. Crises can unite black with black, black with white, etc. As people begin to work together they can learn the true meaning of community. As they learn to know one another they can learn to appreciate the each other. As poverty recedes and the need for rivalry diminishes there is hope for better human relations. Poverty will be overcome only by concerted effort of all, and all are affected by poverty. 

 

It is the position of LCHR to encourage its members (and help them help others): 

1. To recognize that all segments of the population are directly or indirectly affected by the existing poverty and its consequent breakdown in human relations. 

2. To evaluate the depth and the extent of poverty in their respective areas, with a special attention to the different ethnic groups which are affected. 

3. To intensify contacts between people affected by poverty across racial lines, giving them the opportunity to discover one another and their common bonds, to work together on common projects to change their condition, to realize that only by banding together they will be able to withstand the increasing pressure created by the "establishment." 

4. To help middle class groups, whether black or white, realize the part they can play in lessening this class struggle. 

