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 Unions are based on the constitutional tenet of right to assemble. All persons have the right to organize. No genuine reform of society and/or of unions will occur without the united efforts of all working persons. Every effort must be taken to uphold the right of everyone to unionize and to attain an active voice in setting directions and policies of unions. Based on these premises: 

LCHR fully supports the right of all persons to bargain collectively in order to obtain better and more humane working conditions as well as just and adequate pay. 

LCHR deplores the insensitivity of some union officials and members to fellow workers especially the working poor. 

LCHR condemns any attempts, no matter how veiled, to deny the right of unionization to any persons or group of persons. 

Unions' insensitivity and denial of rights have been expressed in racist policies, employment of double standards for male and female workers as well as for black and white workers and most blatantly through an almost total neglect of agricultural workers and other disadvantaged and often disenfranchised workers. 

While recognizing and deploring the past failures of organized labor LCHR recognizes that unions are the only presently existing structures which can secure justice for working persons and we appeal to presently established unions in Louisiana to: 

1. Set up within their own institution models of government that are just and responsive to the needs of the members. 

2. Require of their leadership honesty and integrity. 

3. Actively engage in the process of supporting and organizing agricultural workers and other workers not presently organized. 

4. Work for federal, state, and local legislation which will guarantee to every working person a decent, adequate, living wage and to seek legislation and enforcement which will insure employment and just pay for everyone able to work. 

LCHR feels that if unions fail to pursue these four objectives they will have failed in their responsibility to union members and in their responsibility to the total society. 

