I. POSITION PAPER AGAINST DISCRIMINATION 

ON THE BASIS OF ETHNIC/NATIONAL ORIGIN 

APPROVED: Sept. 28, 1991 and Reaffirmed  Oct. 18, 1997 

Every person resident in the United States, whether or not a citizen, should be free from discrimination based on race or national origin. Our nation does not have a good record in such matters: The systematic destruction of Native Americans and the enslavement of Africans was national policy for generations. The internment of Japanese-Americans during World War II was merely one more chapter in our history of such discrimination. Most recently, persons of Middle-Eastern origin, whether or not they were American citizens, were victims of war hysteria which made them suspect. 

We strongly protest any and all efforts to subject individuals or groups to official or non-official scrutiny, intimidation, harassment, or detention on the grounds of their ethnic-cultural identity. Only when this condition prevails will we enjoy national security in the most essential sense, for when the rights of one group are violated, the rights of all are in danger. 

