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The disenfranchisement of felons dilutes the voting strength of minorities and the poor. The Sentencing Project and  Human Rights Watch (year 2000) report that nearly 3.9 million people in the United States are prohibited from voting, a majority of whom are former convicts who have completed their sentences. States use a provision of the Fourteenth Amendment to revoke voting rights of inmates. A majority of states eventually restore voting rights to convicted felons once they have completed their prison terms and/or have completed their probation periods. However, each state is at liberty to set its own policy in regards to when and if it will restore voting rights to felons.

Section 1 of the Fifteenth Amendment states that "The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude." Section 1 of the Fourteenth Amendment states in part that "No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of the Citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws." However, where section 2 of the Fourteenth Amendment begins with the statement "Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their respective numbers, … ", it mentions that when the right to vote is denied under certain circumstances, the basis of representation shall be reduced in proportion to such numbers. States use this provision to deprive certain felons of their voting rights.

In that minorities and the poor constitute a disproportionate percentage of the prison population and a disproportionate percentage of disenfranchised votes, the denying of voting rights to persons who have completed their restitution to society is a form of discrimination. It is therefore the position of the Louisiana Council on Human Relations that voting rights should be automatically restored to felons once they have completed their sentence terms.

 

